
The 5 Themes of Geography



Before we start…

When you see this  sign... 
you can click to enlarge the image or get 
more information! 



GEOGRAPHY IS:
A science that deals with the description, distribution , and 
interaction of the diverse physical, biological, and cultural 
features of the earth’s surface.

Source: Merriam Webster Collegiate Dictionary.



Okay, Let’s translate that into plain English!
Geography is the study of the earth’s physical features and 
our interactions with them. 



The 5 Themes of Geography
1. Location
2. Place
3. Human-Environment Interaction
4. Movement
5. Regions

Cape spear, NL.



1: Location: Where is it? Why is it located there?
Absolute Location 
is given in degrees of latitude and 
longitude (global location) or a    
street address (local location). 

● Toronto Canada is 43.6532° 
North Latitude and, 79.3832° 
West Latitude.

● The Prime Minister’s official 
residence is 24 Sussex Drive.

Relative Location:
● Depends upon point of reference. 

Eg. Near, far, a short drive. 
● Described by landmarks, time, 

direction or distance.  From one 
place to another. 



2. Place: What is it like?
Physical Characteristics: Landforms (mountains, plains, etc), bodies of water 
(oceans, lakes, bays, etc.), ecosystems (soils, plants, animals and climate). 

Great Bear 

Rainforest, BC
Ellesmere 

Island, Nu



2. Place: What is it like?
human Characteristics: Bridges, roads, buildings, culture, languages, beliefs. All 
places have features that distinguish them from other places. 

Banff, AB

https://www.destinationsdetoursdreams.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/intrigued-inukshuk-shapes1.jpg
https://www.destinationsdetoursdreams.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/intrigued-inukshuk-shapes1.jpg
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuksuk-inukshuk
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/inuksuk-inukshuk


3. Human-Environment Interaction
How do people interact with and change their 
environment?
We depend on the environment. Ex. People depend on 
rivers for water and transportation.

We adapt to the environment. Ex. We adapt to the 
environment by wearing clothing suitable for summer 
(shorts) and winter (coats), rain and shine. 

We modify the environment. Ex. People modify their 
environment by heating and cooling buildings for comfort. 

saskatchewan

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMtn3QZM6Us


4. Movement
How are people and places linked by 
communication and the flow of people, products 
and information/ideas?
Movement of People:  migration (immigration and 
emigration) via cars, trains, planes, boats

Movement of Products: cars, trucks, trains, planes

Movement of Information/ideas: Phones, internet, 
mail, TV, radio, magazines

WElcome to YYZ

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:YYZ_Aerial_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:YYZ_Aerial_2.jpg


5. Regions: What are regions and how are they useful?
Regions can be defined on the basis of physical and human characteristics. 
Geographers divide the world into regions to help them interpret information.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/discover-canada/read-online/canadas-regions.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/discover-canada/read-online/canadas-regions.html
http://www.hww.ca/en/wild-spaces/boreal-forest.html


Practice:discuss the 5 themes in this picture
1. Location
2. Place
3. Human- 

Environment 
Interaction

4. Movement
5. Regions

Vancouver, BC



Practice:discuss the 5 themes in this picture
1. Location
2. Place
3. Human- 

Environment 
Interaction

4. Movement
5. Regions

banff , AB



Practice:discuss the 5 themes in this picture
1. Location
2. Place
3. Human- 

Environment 
Interaction

4. Movement
5. Regions



If you can’t remember the themes, call MR. HELP!
M: Movement (people, products, information)

R: Regions (grouping areas by characteristic)

HE: Human-Environment Interactions (the ways people  
shape and are impacted by their environment).

L: Location (absolute and relative location)

P: Place (physical features and human features)



Now it’s YOUR turn!
Your task: Explore your community to 
find examples of each theme. 

1. Take a picture to represent each 
theme.  If you can’t take your own 
picture, find images & post them w/ 
the reference underneath.

2. Post your pictures in a Google 
Document.

3. Explain how each picture 
represents each of the 5 themes. 


